Spigelian hernia in a child: case report and review of the literature.
Spigelian hernias (SHs) are rarely observed among children. The diagnosis is not difficult to make once it has been considered. The condition requires a high index of suspicion because of its high potential for life-threatening complications. A 12-year-old boy underwent open appendectomy for presumed acute appendicitis. A normal appendix found at laparotomy suggested another etiology for the acute abdomen. Incarceration of the greater omentum in a spigelian hernia was found, and the hernia repaired. The repair of pediatric SH is straightforward and utilizes endogenous tissues. Patients should be followed up for as long as possible to develop data on the durability of the repair technique selected.